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The Greek World View: The Evolution of the Greek Mind
From: Richard Tarnas, The Passion of the Western Mind, Ballantine, 1991. pp.16-31
1.

Tarnas thinks that the Homeric worldview actually implied that the universe was a "cosmos rather than a chaos." What does
this mean, and why does Tarnas think this is true?

2.

How did the Greek tragedians alter the Homeric worldview? How were they "shapers of [Greek] moral character"?

3.

What are the two social factors that Tarnas proposes as possible explanations for what motivated Thales and his successors
to pursue philosophy?

4.

Tarnas suggests that the earliest philosophers, like Homer, perceived "nature and divinity as yet intertwined." How so?

5.

According to Tarnas, what significant developments in Greek thought came about as a result of Parmenides' "purely
abstract rational logic"?

6.

How did Pluralists such as Empedocles and the Atomists seek to reconcile Parminides' uncompromisingly rationalistic
approach to Being with the apparently reality of constant change?

7.

How did the Atomists address Parminides' claim that that which is not does not exist and therefore cannot be spoken of?
Explain how Atomism eliminated the need for any sort of "cosmic intelligence," while also undermining confidence in
human sensory experience.

8.

Why does Tarnas think that Pythagoras and his followers represent an exception to the general trend in Greek philosophy?

9.

Tarnas states that "the more the Greek developed a sense of individual critical judgment and emerged from the collective
primordial vision of earlier generations, the more conjectural became his understanding, the more narrow the compass of
infallible knowledge." Explain!

10. How did the intellectual climate of Periclean Athens in the 5th century lead to the emergence of the Sophists?

11. How and why did the Sophists shift philosophy away from "more speculative and cosmological concerns" towards more
pragmatic matters? Specifically, what was the "crisis" that was occurring in the increasing reliance upon "scientific
explanation"?

12. Why does Tarmas claim that the Sophists saw "acknowledgement of the individual's intellectual limitations" as a
"liberation"? What evidence convinced the Sophists of the subjective nature of human standards of right and wrong?

13. Assuming the absence of an absolute truth, what did the Sophists teach instead, and why?

14. What was the main problem with the Sophistic perspective from a philosophic standpoint, and what was its effect on
Athenian culture?

