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Euthyphro & Apology: An Introduction to Socratic Philosophy
1.

The opening line of a Socratic dialogue usually foreshadows the essential point or issue of the dialogue. (example: Republic begins with 'I
went down to the Piraeus,' foreshadowing the Allegory of the Cave) Consider the opening sentences of Euthyphro and Apology. What is
each foreshadowing?

2.

Basic question: Socrates and Euthyphro are both outside the office of the King-Archon for different reasons. What is the reason in each
man's case?

3.

Scholars debate the opening of the Euthyphro: Is Euthyphro on his way to the King Archon to make an accusation, or was he just leaving
after doing so? How might each possibility affect the way one interprets the dialogue's ending?

4.

The dialogues are filled with 'Socratic Irony,' meaning the subject under discussion is often ironic in light of some implied circumstance.
(example: At the beginning of Apology, Socrates tells the jury that his accusers painted such a rhetorically persuasive picture of him that
'I was almost carried away in spite of myself.' Or, more literally, 'I almost forgot myself.' Ironic, in light of the command over the entrance
to the temple of the oracle at Delphi, which was to 'Know thyself.') Consider the charges against Socrates, which come from two groups:
A group of nameless, 'earlier' accusers, and a group of later accusers including Meletus and Anytus. The earlier accusers charge him with
'studying things in the sky and below the earth; he makes the worse into the stronger argument, and he teaches these same things to
others.' The later accusers charge him with 'corrupting the young and of not believing in the gods in whom the city believes, but in other
new spiritual things.' What makes the charges ironic?

5.

As a result of the oracle, Socrates went to Politicians, Poets, and Craftsmen to enquire of their knowledge. What was the principle
problem Socrates discovered with the supposed wisdom of the experts in these three professions?

6.

Why didn't Socrates fear death? How is this consistent with his philosophy? How does this shed light on Socrates' claim that 'the
unexamined life is not worth living'?

7.

Socrates claimed that it was not possible for Meletus or Anytus to harm him, but that they could only harm themselves; later he claimed
that 'a good man cannot be harmed either in life or in death.' What did he mean by this?

8.

At one point, Socrates compares himself to a 'gadfly,' to explain both his purpose and why people respond to him the way they do.
Explain the comparison.

9.

'A man who really fights for justice must lead a private, not a public, life if he is to survive for even a short time.' Explain. (how long has it
been now since JD Salinger died?)

10. After being sentenced to death, Socrates says that 'I would much rather die after this kind of defense than live after making the other
kind.' What are the two types of defense to which he refers, and why does he prefer one over the other?

