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1.

Traditionally, who was thought to be the author of the Torah, and why does it matter?

2. What are the problems that make it difficult to establish the authorship of an ancient writing like
the Torah?

3. Read the following passage from the conclusion to the book of Deuteronomy, and explain why the
traditional auth0r almost certainly didn't write it. You should be able to come up with at least three
reasons.
"The LORD then said to him, This is the land about which I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, “I will give it to your
descendants.” I have let you see it with your own eyes, but you shall not cross over. So there, in the land of Moab, Moses, the servant of
the LORD, died as the LORD had said; and he was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor; to this day no one knows
the place of his burial. Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were undimmed and his vigor unabated.
The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days, till they had completed the period of grief and mourning for Moses.
Now Joshua, son of Nun, was filled with the spirit of wisdom, since Moses had laid his hands upon him; and so the Israelites gave him
their obedience, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Since then no prophet has arisen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew
face to face, in all the signs and wonders the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh and all his servants and
against all his land, and all the great might and the awesome power that Moses displayed in the sight of all Israel."

Scripture Topic 4: The Torah & The Documentary Theory

Name:

13

4. Briefly explain and give an example for each of the following additional problems with the Torah:
a. Duplicate Stories (for example, see Gen 12:10-20; 20; 26:1-11)

b. Inconsistency/Contradiction (for example, see Gen 6:14-22; 7:1-5)

c. Anachronism (for example, see Gen 36:31, and read the footnote)

d. The Name of God (see Gen 4:26; Ex 6:2-3)

5. Who was Richard Simon, and what is his relevance to Torah studies?
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