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The Biblical Minimalists: Expunging Ancient Israel's Past
Directions: Use the article to answer the questions below.
1.

According to the author, what do biblical minimalists think traditional biblical scholarship is 'suppressing,' and how?

2.

According to the author, what was the first narrative to 'fall' as historically credible in light of biblical scholarship, and why?

3.

What does the author cite as an example of how the Primeval stories in Genesis 'provide us with some of the earliest
misuses of archaeology'? Explain his example.

4.

In the academic community, what is the current trend in Biblical research? Why does it make biblical historians
'uncomfortable'?

5.

How did William F Albright attempt to make the case for the historicity of the patriarchal narratives? Who are the two
scholars who 'destroyed' his argument, and how did they do it? Why does the author think that the logic of their argument
does not lead to the conclusion they propose?

6.

The author acknowledges that the patriarchs are probably not 'actual individuals,' but what?

7.

What is the 'principal reason' biblical minimalists reject the historicity of the Exodus narrative?

8.

How had evidence from Jericho been used by archaeologists to support the biblical account of the conquest? Why have
archaeological digs at Jericho proven to be 'a major embarrassment to those defending the literal accuracy of the biblical
account'?

9.

Explain the 'conquest' and 'peaceful infiltration' models of how the Israelites took control of Canaan. Which biblical book is
used to support each model? What is the 'assumption' that both models share?

10. What is the 'peasant revolt/social revolution model'? Why does it matter whether the Israelites came from outside or inside
Canaan? Why is archaeological evidence –or the lack of it- from Kadesh-Barnea important?

11. Why does the author think that 'surely, some Israelites came from Egypt'? Why does he think there must have been some
military action involved in the conquest? Why does he think there was also some peaceful infiltration?

12. What is the 'more radical position' that minimalists began to take as mainstream scholars sought to synthesize the
prevailing models? On what do they base this position?

13. Why does the author think that the Merneptah Stele refutes this radical position? How have minimalists attempted to 'get
around' the Stele?

14. What is the 'latest attack on the reliability of the biblical accounts' made by minimalists? What evidence supports their
'attack' on the historicity of this period?

15. Why does the author think that the Tell Dan Stele refutes this latest attack? How has professor Davies responded to the
Stele, and why have scholars rejected his response?

16. What did Keith Whitelam propose in the paper he presented at the 1995 SBL meeting, and why was it controversial?

17. Why does the author think that Whitelam has chosen to speak of 'Palestinian' history, when the name is so problematic?
What 'effort' has Whitelam accused biblical scholarship of 'collaborating' in?

18. Why does the author think it hypocritical to reject the Bible as an historical source in favor of other ancient sources? Why
does he think that even the evidence of archaeology must be treated with caution?

19. Why does the author think that the biblical authors 'had an extraordinary historical memory,' and what minimalist claim is
this intended to counter?

