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The Gospel of Mark: Characteristics 2
Directions: Use your Bible to answer the questions below.
Mark 8:22-26

Mark 10:46-52

When they arrived at Bethsaida, they brought to him a blind man
and begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand
and led him outside the village. Putting spittle on his eyes he laid his
hands on him and asked, "Do you see anything?" Looking up he
replied, "I see people looking like trees and walking." Then he laid
hands on his eyes a second time and he saw clearly; his sight was
restored and he could see everything distinctly. Then he sent him
home and said, "Do not even go into the village."

They came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his
disciples and a sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of
Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging. On hearing that it was Jesus
of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, son of David, have
pity on me." And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he
kept calling out all the more, "Son of David, have pity on me." Jesus
stopped and said, "Call him." So they called the blind man, saying to
him, "Take courage; get up, he is calling you." He threw aside his
cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus. Jesus said to him in reply,
"What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man replied to
him, "Master, I want to see." Jesus told him, "Go your way; your
faith has saved you." Immediately he received his sight and
followed him on the way.

1.

Compare the two stories above. Make a list of the things these two stories have in common, and the things that are unique
about each story.

2.

What is the key difference between the two blind men in these stories? Why do you think that Jesus is able to heal
Bartimaeus so much more easily than the first blind man? What evidence from the story supports your conclusion?

3.

Look up the first story in your Bible. What story comes right after it? What is Mark's purpose in putting these stories next to
each other?

Mark 1:9-11

Mark 15:33-39

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On coming up out of the
water he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a
dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the heavens,
"You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased."

And at three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?" which is translated, "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?" Some of the bystanders who heard it said, "Look, he
is calling Elijah." One of them ran, soaked a sponge with wine, put it
on a reed, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see if
Elijah comes to take him down." Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed
his last. The veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to
bottom. When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he
breathed his last he said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!"

4.

Compare the two stories above. Make a list of the things these two stories have in common, and the things that are unique
about each story.

5.

Why do you think Mark has symbolically connected these stories through the use of similar imagery? In other words, what
connection does Mark want the reader to see between Jesus' baptism and his death?

